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Planning Commission 
Vi l lage  o f  Edina 
Vi l lage  H a l l  
Edina, Minnesota: 

Gentlemen: 

1 w i l l  be unable t o  a t t e n d  the  July 6 meeting 
regarding the  c l o s i n g  of  Code Averme a t  56th 
S t r e e t .  Therefore, 1 a m  w r i t i n g  this t o  voice * 
my objec t ions  t o  t he  propo,sed,actisn.’ 

1 purchased Lot 1, Melody Knolls, f i r s t  a d d i t i o n  
i n  1951. One of  the  cons idera t ions  was the 
knowledge that  Code Avenue would soon be extended 
south t o  j o i n  56th S t r e e t .  T h i s  extension i s  
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  fol lowing reasons: 

I 

1. Quick access t o  a r e a  f o r t h e  F i r e  Dept. 

2. One m i l e  s h o r t e r  rou te  from OUT house 

3. Improvyd road- . for  winter dr iving.  

i n  cases  o f  f i r e .  

t o  po in ts  norkh. 

h i l l  on Melody Lane i s  impossible t o  
ascend, i n  s l i p p e r y  weather which i s  
n o t  the  case w i t h  t he  p re sen t  grade 
on Code Avenue. 

Normandale Road a t  56th S t r e e t  than 
Grove S t r e e t  because o f  l e v e l  t e r r a i n .  

The 

4. S a f e r  t o  e n t e r  and e x i t  from 

S i n c e r e l y  yours , 

- -  -. 
‘ - 3  

PH:cb 
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LEDLIE C.  SEHOLLE 

VERNON d. SUHWEIOER 

HAROLD KALINA 
c. 

SCHDLLE AND SCHWEIGER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

1665 NORTHWESTERN BANK BUILDING 

MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA 

June 23, 1955- 

Vi l lage  Council o f  Edina, 
Edina ,  Minnesota. 

Gentlemen : 

This l e t t e r  is being w r i t t e n  t o  fo r ina l ly  give n o t i c e  
t o  t h e  Vi l l age  o f  Edina Council and charge t h e  Vi l lage  o f  Edina 
through t h i s  no t i ce  of a c e r t a i n  dangerous condi t ion  which said 
Vi l lage  has caused and c rea t ed  through the  unlawful and wron f u i  
extension o f  Code Avenue south of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  West 5 % t h  
S t r e e t  and Code Avenue, Vi l lage  of Edintl, Minnesota. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of said extension t h e  
property immediately wes ter ly  o f  the  l a k e  w a s  even w i t h  t h e  l ake ,  
but  i n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  sa id  extension t h e  Vi l lage  changed 
Baid normal and n a t u r a l  condi t ion  of t h e  t e r r a i n  and thus  
c rea t ed  a dangerous s i t u a t i o n  i n  that  a high embankment was 
caused t o  be constructed adjacent  t o  t h e  l ake ,  and s ince  sa id  
cons t ruc t ion ,  ch i ld ren  of  tender  y e a r s  have been playing on 
the top o f  said embankment, w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  that  t h e r e  is 
immediate danger of  t h e s e  ch i ld ren  r o l l i n g  down t h e  bank and 
i n t o  the  l a k e ,  and i n  my opinion, i f  a drowning occurs,  t h e  
Vi l l age  will be respons ib le  f o r  such drowning under t h e  doc t r ine  
o f  a t t r a c t i v e  nuisance,  and th i s  n o t i c e  i s  being given t o  t h e  
Vi l lage  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  p u t t i n g  i t  on n o t i c e  of  s a i d  f a c t  
and o f  t h e  ex is tence  o f  said condi t ion.  

I w i s h  f u r t h e r  t o  charge t h e  Vi l lage  of Edina tha t  
i t  ha8 c rea t ed  a t r a f f i c  hazard a t  said i n t e r s e c t i o n  of West 
56th S t r e e t  and Code Avenue, i n  that  sa id  Vi l lage  has now 
crea ted  a b l ind  corner  i n t e r s e c t i o n  f o r  veh ic l e s  proceeding on 
West 56th S t r e e t  
increased  the  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  of acc ident  a t  t h i s  corner. 
Children a r e  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  c ros s ing  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  and t h e  
hazard t o  them a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  extension o f  Code Avenue 
has a l s o  been g r e a t l y  increased.  

and the extension of Code Avenue, and have 

So many times a l i f e  has t o  be l&t before a s i t u a t i o n  
i s  remedied. You have an opportuni ty  he re  t o  ssve that  l i f e  
b y  not allowing a dangerous condi t ion  t o  be c rea ted .  

f a c t o r  i n  your d e l i b e r a t i o n s ?  
Should not t h e  saving o f  t h a t  l i f e  be a c o n t r o l l i n g  

VJS-P 
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SCHCILLE AND SCHWEIGER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

1665 NORTHWESTERN BANK BUILDING 

MINNEAPOLIS 2. MINNESOTA 

June 1 0 ,  1955. 

Vi l l age  o f  Edina, 
Vi l lage  Clouncil, 
Edina , Minnesota. 

Gentlemen: 

I r e s i d e  a t  5109 Ves t  56th S t r e e t ,  Edina, Minnesota. 
My house i s  loca ted  on the  southeast  corner  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
o f  West 56th S t r e e t  and Code Avenue. 
been before t h e  Vi l lage  Oouncil fou r  times dur ing  t h e  las t  two 
and one-half years  concerning t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  said i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

My neighbors and I have 

When I f irst  moved t o  said l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  s t r e e t s  had not  
been graded and a water  problem e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I 
d iscussed  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  Vi l lage  Engineer Mi tche l l  and suggested 
a s t o m  sewer t o  d r a i n  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a t  that  time, and he 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was o f  t h e  opinion that any conduit  placed a t  the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  would f r e e z e  up i n  the win te r  and- be o f  no u t i l i t y .  
The s t r e e t  was graded and a wrong grade w a s  e s t ab l i shed ,  causing 
f u r t h e r  d i f f i c u l t y .  Extension of Code Avenue d r a i n s  a large a rea  
With t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  water rushed i n  w i t h  such focce t h a t  i t  
caused a r a v i n e  t o  be e s t ab l i shed  i n  t h e  extension o f  Code Avenue 
and I appeared before t h e  Vi l lage  Council on s a i d  s i t u a t i o n  and 
again asked that  something be done; thereupon they f i l l e d  the  
drainage caused by t h e  water and o f  course t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  
resolved was that t h e  d i r t  w a s  washed down i n t o  t h e  lake.  

The proper ty  t o  t h e  southwest of my home i s  now be ing  
developed f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  purposes and approximately two weeks 
ago a c u t  was made on t h e  extension o f  Code Avenue o f  approximately 
t e n  f e e t ,  l eav ing  a l a r g e  embankment a longside t h e  west side of 
my property.  
lower end of t he  extension o f  Code Avenue i t  w a s  made necessary 
t o  cons t ruc t  a high grade t o  meet t h e  cu t  which was es tab l i shed .  
This has c rea t ed  a very bad s i t u a t i o n  n o t  only f o r  myself and 
t h e  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  i n  that  a r e a  but  a l s o  f o r  t h e  Vi l lage ,  as t h e  
Vi l lage  i s  t ak ing  on added expense and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
maintaining of t h i s  extension o f  Code Avenue. The extension o f  
Code Avenue i n  my opinion i s  e n t i r e l y  unnecessary and w i l l  se rve  
no use fu l  puppose, The road w i l l  not be passable  i n  win te r  and 
I am f u r t h e r  of the opinion t h a t  t h e  na ture  o f  the road w i l l  be 
very conducive t o  accidents .  I have observed the  Vi l l age  i n  
i t s  opera t ions  on t h e  extension o f  Code Avenue, and i t  i s  
needless  t o  say t h a t  t h e r e  has been a g rea t  waste o f  t he  tax- 
payers '  money i n  the work t h a t  has been repeatedly done on the 

The c u t  w a s  made t o  such an e x t e n t  tha t  a t  t he  



Vil lage  o f  Edina, -2- 
June 10,  1955. 

extension and s a i d  work has been o f  no u s e f u l  purpose. 

I am d e f i n i t e l y  of  t h e  opinion that  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  Vi l lage  as  well as o f  everyone e l s e  would be b e s t  
served if Code Avenue south o f  56th S t r e e t  could be vacated. 
If such were done I am c e r t a i n  that  t h e  vacation could so be 
prepared tha t  t h e  Vi l lage  could r e t a i n  whatever easement i t  
might d e s i r e  regarding u t i l i t i e s ,  

My neighbor, Richard Dewey, who r e s i d e s  on t h e  
southwest corner  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  also i s  des i rous  of  
vaca t ing  Code Avenue south o f  56th S t r e e t .  

I: t h e r e f o r e  r e s p e e t f u l l y  submit for y o u r  cons idera t ion  
t h e m c a t f n g  of  Code Avenue south o f  56th S t r ee t .  

VJS-P 



c c 
' C  

. .  

. 

.-- 

I 

U 

" 

, 



. 



D 

, 

’ 

c 

c 





, i 

I 

/ 4 ~ f i m ' J  5 7 V A  lN 
June 303 1E5 

I 

?e, the undersigned proper'cy oTmers and residents  of Edina,request the Edina Planning 
\Comiaoion and Council to keep Code five open from Nelody Lake Drive to 56th S t r ee t  so 
REI Lo give access to 56th S t r ee t  f r o m  t h e  south. 

There are several  reasom vrhy we feel  t h i s  street should be kept open. 
'cho only d i r e c t  route t o  t o m  for those residing south of 56th. 
aa planned by t h e  Planning Commission before building o w  homes. 
b~15.l-b o w  hoies with t h e  understanding t h a t  t h i s  connecting road vas soon t o  be surfaced 
and 'chus afford us a convenient route into.totm. 

F i r s t ,  it i s  
Ve reviewed t h e  p lo t  
We purchased and 

Thin n t ~ o o t  vas planned long before homes were b u i l t  e i t he r  on 56th  or the area  south 
of 56th. 
CoYiUsliDsions p l a t  and vas, or could have been reviewed by anyone contemplating building 
or buying i n  t h i s  area. 
lcnovlodgo before t h e m  f l a t  Code S t r e e t  did continue south from 56th 

It i3 well planned.to serve t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  The s t r e e t  vas shown on t h e  Planning 

Thus everyone i n  t h e  area accepted residence with the Tu11 
S t ree t .  

Tilo nccoiid rcason v@ Feel t h i s  street should be l e f t  open i s  f o r  F i r e  and Police 
protect ion Lo t h e  area south of 56th. Should t h e  Conmission and Council allow th i s  
a t r o o t  t o  be closed it would mean f i re  t rucks and squad cars  must t r a v e l  more Vflan one 
half ntle farther to reach our property. 
closed vhsn .it affords  us be t t e r  protect ion i n  these  cases of errmergency. 

Surely this connecting street  should not be 

Tho value of our property i s  g rea t ly  decreased &f our only access to t o t m  i s  v ia  a 
long i nd i r ec t  route. 
Planning Commission plans t h a t  a d i r ec t  route on Code Ave. was a permanent pa r t  of  
l j h 5 ~  rtovelopnent. 

!/e purchased our property with t h e  fill assurance f r o m  the 

than conaidora'cion i s  given t o  more adequate f i r e  and pa l ice  protect ion i n  addi t ion 
t o  klio prope %y valuation f o r  the large area involved we t rus t  that t h e  or ig ina l  
plaiming T r i l l  be upheld so 'chat Code Ave may continue t o  serve th i s  cornunity as 
htoildorlz 
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